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SUBJECT: COMPLAINT BY U.S. FIRM THAT P.L. 480 TITLE I HURTS EXPORTS 

1 . SUMMARY: RICHARD DEWEY, VICE PRESIDENT OF RIVIANA INTER- 
NATIONAL, INC., HAS ALLEGED THAT THE P.L. 480 TITLE I AMEND- 
MENT OF APRIL 13, 1977 RESULTED IN A CANCELLATION OF A 
CONTRACT TO SELL THE GOH $1.6 MILLION OF RICE. ALTHOUGH HE 
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HIS COMPLAINT IS AGAINST THE GOH RATHER 
THAN THE USG, MR. DEWEY INDICATED THAT HE INTENDS TO SPEAK 
TO THE USDA AND TO HIS CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE ABOUT 
THE MATTER. END SUMMARY. 

2. MR. DEWEY TOLD EMBASSY COMMERCIAL OFFICER THAT ON 
APRIL 26, 1977 FORMER GOH MINISTER OF COMMERCE SIGNED AN 
IMPORT LICENSE PERMITTING RIVIANA'S HAITIAN AGENT TO IMPORT 
100,000 ONE HUNDRED POUND SACKS OF RICE AT $16.05 EACH 

"FOR THE ACCOUNT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND 
INDUSTRY." ON THE BASIS OF THE IMPORT LICENSE, WHICH 
HE REGARDED AS A CONTRACT, DEWEY'S FIRM BAGGED AND 
MARKED 70 PER CENT OF THE RICE FOR HAITI AND LOADED IT 
ON A SHIP IN ORDER TO MEET A DELIVERY DEADLINE, EVEN 
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THOUGH THE GOH HAD NOT ISSUED ITS LETTER OF CREDIT. 

ON JUNE 13, RIVIANA'S HAITIAN AGENT WAS INFORMED BY 
THE DIRECTOR OF HAITI'S CENTRAL BANK THAT THE LETTER OF 
CREDIT WOULD NOT BE ISSUED BEFORE SEPTEMBER, 1977, WHEN 
THE MARKED WOULD BE CLEAR OF P.L. 480 RICE. MR. DEWEY 
ALLEGES THAT THE GOH CANCELLED RIVIANA'S "CONTRACT" 

AS A DIRECT RESULT OF THE RECENT AMENDMENT TO THE 
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P.L. 480 AGRRF.MF.NT. AS A CONSEQUENCE, HE CLAIMS RIVIANA 
WILL LOSE $250,000 ON LOADING, OFFLOADING, WHARFAGE 
CHARGES, AND RICE MARKET FLUCTUATIONS. 

3. MR. DEWEY STATED THAT HE INTENDED TO SPEAK WITH 
APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS OF THE USDA AND, IF NECESSARY, 

WITH HIS CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE ABOUT RIVIANA'S 
CANCELLED SALE. HE INDICATED THAT HE HOPES TO PERSUADE 
THE USDA TO PRESSURE THE GOH TO COMPENSATE RIVIANA'S 
LOSSES. 

4. THE EMBASSY COMMERCIAL OFFICER ADVISED MR. DEWEY THAT 
HIS COMPLAINT APPEARED TO BE AGAINST THE GOH RATHER THAN 
THE USG. MR. DEWEY READILY AGREED. 
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